WORLD HISTORY  -  LESSON PLAN  ‑  Unit 6

Enlightenment vs. Absolutism
Textbook Chapters & Sections:  18, 19, 20, & 21 (1 – 3) 
Objective Test Section

KNOWLEDGE

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	Roger Bacon
	Andreas Vesalius
	Nicholas Copernicus
	Ivan IV

	2
	Mary, Queen of Scots
	Akbar
	Tycho Brahe
	Galileo Galilei

	3
	Francis Bacon
	William Shakespeare
	James VI  (I)
	Joint Stock Company

	4
	Northwest Passage
	Johannes Kepler
	Guy Fawkes
	Miguel de Cervantes

	5
	Jamestown
	Michael Romanov
	Pocahontas
	Richelieu

	6
	30 Years' War
	William Harvey
	Mayflower
	John Donne

	7
	Manhattan
	Taj Mahal
	John Winthrop
	Tortuga

	8
	Roger Williams
	Harvard
	Rene Descartes
	Cavaliers

	9
	Roundheads
	Moliere
	Louis XIV
	Ming / Manchu

	10
	Peace of Westphalia
	Thomas Hobbes
	Oliver Cromwell
	Rembrandt van Rijn

	11
	Blaise Pascal
	Baruch Spinoza
	Robert Cavelier de LaSalle
	Isaac Newton

	12
	Louis Joliet
	Jacques Marquette
	John Milton
	Gottfried von Leibniz

	13
	John Bunyan
	Dodo
	William of Orange
	Peter the Great

	14
	John Locke
	Johann Sebastian Bach
	Toccata and Fugue
	Georg Fred. Handel

	15
	Louis XV
	Voltaire
	Montesquieu
	Jonathon Swift

	16
	Benjamin Franklin
	James Oglethorpe
	John Peter Zenger
	Frederick the Great

	17
	Minuet
	Denis Diderot
	Franz Joseph Haydn
	7 Years' War

	18
	Jean Jacques Rousseau
	Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
	Samuel Johnson
	Catherine the Great

	19
	J. B. Priestly
	Immanuel Kant
	Metaphysics
	Adam Smith


COMPREHENSION

1
If we title the early part of this unit "The Scientific Revolution", what are its defining characteristics?

2
If we title the later part of this unit "The Age of Reason", what are the five elements that define it?

3
What is the Scientific Method, and how often do you use it?

4
What is the "Divine Right of Kings", and how does it work?

5
What were the earliest colonies established by each European power?

6
What was the function of the Dutch South African colony?

APPLICATION

1
Does the extinction of the Dodo bird really have any impact on our lives?

2
How did the 7 Years' War change the balance of power in Europe, and effect the development of America?
3
What did Louis XIV mean when he said "L' Etat c'est moi"?

Subjective Test Section

ANALYSIS

1
Read some of the pamphlet "Common Sense".  How would George Washington have used it to motivate his troops at Valley Forge?

2
Why was Copernicus' theory about the Sun so problematic?

3
What are the primary differences between satire and sarcasm?

4
What people would be the modern counterparts to the pirates of this era?

5
Read Gulliver's Travels, and try to determine what aspects of society were being lampooned.

6
Does Bill Waterson incorporate the philosophies of John Calvin and Thomas Hobbes in his comic strip, or is the naming of those characters a complete coincidence?

7
Compare and contrast the musical styles of the composers in this unit.  

8
Read "A Modest Proposal".  Can you imagine why it was so misunderstood?

9
Use Analytic Geometry to decide why certain types of buildings are built in certain styles.

10
By what characteristics can one recognize the paintings of Rembrandt?

11
What did Louis XIV do to earn the title "Sun King"?

12
How did two completely different temperature scales develop, and why?

13
What modern individuals have their skills exploited the way 6-year old Mozart did?

14
How likely is it that Shakespeare’s plays were the work of other authors?

15
How is the King James version of the Bible different from that commonly used by Catholics?

16
Whether we like it or not, our society does have a “Social Contract”.  What parts of that contract do you think are most inhibiting to your individuality?  What would happen if those parts of the contract were eliminated?

17
What issues (read “windmills”) make you feel quixotic?

18
Did the 30 Years’ War resolve any of the issues that created it?

19
Why did progress become an accepted “truth” at this time?

20
Why did the Newcastle Propositions give so much power to the Puritans?

21
What were the beliefs of Charles I that caused him to be beheaded?

22
Have you ever made a “Pascal’s Wager”?

23
How many of these people originated ideas that appear in our Constitution or Declaration of Independence?
24
Why did Diderot's Encyclopedie cause an uproar?

25
Do Justices of the Peace still serve the same purpose for which they were created by Elizabeth I?

EVALUATION

1
How would you like to live in a culture that closely followed Rousseau's “Social Contract”?

2
How would you like to attend a school system patterned on the ideals expressed in Emile?

3
If you could meet any of these individuals, who would you most be interested in talking to, and why?

4
If you could bring any of these individuals back to life today, which one would be most productive and helpful in today's world?

5
Can Man hope to understand the true nature of the universe using only his sense of reason?

6
Can all principles in the universe be explained through mathematical formulas?

7
Is Bertrand Russell the natural heir to the philosophies of Rene Descartes and Johannes Kepler?

8
Do you agree with the philosophés that the common man is too uneducated, ill‑informed, and unintelligent to help his democracy function properly?

9
Is Science capable of providing us with answers to ALL of our questions?

10
Just how "golden" was the Elizabethan Age?

11
Use your evaluation skills to determine which composers of this era were most progressive, intelligent, or symbolic in their works.

12
What kinds of “progress” cause harm to a society?

13
What is the probability that the creator of Home Improvement was a fan of Moliere?

14
Why are Ming Dynasty vases usually very expensive?

15
If Louis XIV was negatively motivated by the Fronde, could George W. Bush be negatively motivated by the Gulf War?

16
How convincing is Hobbes’ defense of monarchy as the best government?

17
Comparatively, is it better to have an hereditary king, or an “invited” one?

18
Is it fair of us to exploit savants like Mozart the way we do?

19
Has our culture “lost” something because we no longer treat the language as King James’ scholars did?
20
Just how historically accurate is Disney’s Pocahontas?

21
Are the excesses of Catherine the Great substantively different from those of Bill Clinton?  Why are they viewed differently?

22
Use the Scientific Method to work out an experiment for one of your other classes.

23
What was life really like in the monarch's palace?

SYNTHESIS

1
Develop a system to find common characteristics among several of the people in this unit.  Include nationality, profession, time frame, and ideological similarities.

2
If Descartes was right, do items cease to exist when we no longer think about them?  If we could stop thinking, would WE cease to exist?

3
Use your Numerical Intelligence to create a mathematical formula that explains a common occurrence.

4
Write a short story using the language of King James’ time.

5
Imagine that you are an explorer who intends to found a new colony.  Draw a map that you will present to the King, showing the layout of your colony, including the location of all the services and products that will be necessary.

6
Imagine that Peter the Great had been very nationalistic instead of cosmopolitan.  How would Russia’s future have been different up to now?

7
Use your Numerical Intelligence to make a mathematical “map” of a fugue.

8
Write your own “Modest Proposal” to present a solution to a very complicated modern problem.

