TWENTIETH CENTURY HISTORY   UNIT 6 LESSON PLAN
1963-1976   The Most Difficult Years

Textbook Chapters & Sections:  28 (2,3); 29, 30, 31, 32, 33 (1)

Objective Section

Knowledge 
	
	A
	B
	C

	1
	The Beatles
	24th Amendment
	Cassius Clay

	2
	Kitty Genovese
	War on Poverty
	Bantu Laws

	3
	Zip Codes
	Jimmy Hoffa
	Civil Rights Act

	4
	Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
	Brezhnev & Kosygin
	Warren Commission

	5
	Albert DeSalvo
	LBJ vs. AuH2O
	UC-Berkeley

	6
	“Great Society”
	Bombings & Troops
	Malcolm X

	7
	Busing
	Ralph Nader
	Ed White

	8
	Joe Willie Namath
	Timothy Leary
	Watts

	9
	Blackout
	Sandy Koufax
	NOW

	10
	Har Gobind Khorana
	Miranda v. Arizona
	Richard Speck

	11
	Lenny Bruce
	Capt. Kirk & Mr. Spock
	China’s Bomb

	12
	Laos & Cambodia
	Thurgood Marshall
	Christiaan Barnard

	13
	USS Pueblo
	Tet Offensive
	My Lai

	14
	“Prague Spring”
	James Earl Ray
	Sirhan B. Sirhan

	15
	Paul Ehrlich
	SDS & The Weathermen
	“Vietnamization”

	16
	Apollo 11
	Woodstock
	Helter Skelter

	17
	Sesame Street
	“The Silent Majority”
	Archie Bunker

	18
	Kent State
	“Hijack”
	Jesus Christ, Superstar

	19
	26th Amendment
	Attica
	“Bloody Sunday”

	20
	Nixon in China
	Bobby Fischer
	“Détente”

	21
	Watergate
	American Pie
	Munich Olympics

	22
	Roberto Clemente
	Wounded Knee, S.D.
	Woodward & Bernstein

	23
	Orenthal James Simpson
	Secretariat
	Roe v. Wade

	24
	Patty Hearst
	Agent Orange
	Hank Aaron

	25
	“Nixon Quits”
	Gerald R. Ford
	“End” of Vietnam

	26
	Apollo – Soyuz
	Elizabeth Seton
	Arthur Ashe

	27
	Nolan Ryan
	’75 World Series
	Andy Messersmith

	28
	Rocky
	Karen Anne Quinlan
	Bicentennial

	29
	Nadia Comaneci
	SALT
	Ted Bundy

	30
	Eva Perón
	Viking I
	Allan Bakke


Comprehension 

1
Did we REALLY live in a "Great Society" in the '60's?

2
Did the presence of a group like the Beatles create an environment for a group like the Rolling Stones?

3
Is Jimi Hendrix’ contribution to music as great as his legend would indicate?

4
Look at the great musical acts of the ‘60’s (including ones we’ve mentioned in class, and others like The Grateful Dead, Janis Joplin, the Mamas & the Papas, Roy Orbison, Simon & Garfunkel, The Monkees, The Doors, Otis Redding, and Jan & Dean).  Which ones have the most compelling stories behind them, and which do you expect to have the longest-lasting importance?

5
Why were people so opposed to the events in Selma, Alabama in 1965?

6
What was the Catholic Church trying to accomplish when it removed Latin from the Mass?

7
What do the Kennedy half-Dollar and such food products as Maxim and Pop-Tarts tell us about this era?
8
How has the Fair Packaging and Labeling Act changed products in stores?

9
What were the elements that caused our leaders to escalate our presence in Vietnam?

10
Why do some countries, like India with Indira Gandhi and Israel with Golda Meir, seem to tolerate the concept of female leadership better than others?  (or do they?)

11
Why does your mom pick up dented tomato-sauce cans, and then put them back on the store shelf?

12
What accounted for the popularity of the word "rendezvous" in our vocabulary in 1965?

13
What did Alan Ginsberg mean by the phrase "flower power"?

14
What did the U.S. Supreme Court mean by the term "prurient interest"?

15
What sparked the many riots of 1967?

16
What sort of insanity preceeded the Election of 1968?

17
How bright was President Nixon for taping all his office activities?

18
Does Led Zeppelin’s “Runes” (Ζoƒo) album deserve the status it has achieved?

Application 

1
Why was the wording of the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution so important?

2
Should we anticipate the sort of problems in modern housing developments that occurred in Watts?
3
Why did enrollment in universities increase dramatically in the 1960's?

4
Why did the New York City Garbage Collectors go on strike in 1968?  Why did they succeed?

5
Why did the movie, The Godfather win Academy Awards, and did it deserve them?

6
Is Moses Malone primarily responsible for so many young men leaving school to play pro sports?

7
Why was the discovery of Qui Shi Huangdi’s army such an important find?

8
Was Jim Bouton’s book Ball Four a revealing exposé, a betrayal of trust, or just a silly book?

9
Where do the “Big Red Machine” and the “Battlin’ A’s” rank among baseball’s all-time teams?

Subjective Test Section

Analysis
1
What "weapons" did LBJ use in his "War on Poverty"?  How effective were they?

2
What qualities made Fiddler On The Roof such a popular play, and just what does that title mean?

3
What constituted "escalation" in Vietnam in 1965?

4
What were the original purposes for Earth Day?  Has it lost its importance to current culture?

5
Read part of Unsafe at Any Speed.  How did it help destroy the popular Corvair?

6
What are the basic characteristics of Op Art?

7
A musical like “Hair” might reflect the attitudes of certain people of a time period, but can it actually change society?

8
What advantages and disadvantages were created by the building of the Astrodome?

9
In addition to making us afraid to go into the shower, what lessons did the movie "Psycho" teach us?

10
What were each side’s goals and motivations in the 6 Day War and the Yom Kippur War?  Were any of the desires achieved?

11
What is actually the root cause of the continuing hostilities between Arabs and Jews?

12
American Graffiti was created as a nostalgic look at the 50’s.  How did the makers of the film manage to get so many future stars to act in it, and how well does the film hold up?

13
Where does Spiro Agnew rank among the worst Vice Presidents ever?

14
What has been the long-term importance of “Saturday Night Live”?

15
How do you explain the immediate and long-lasting popularity of Queen’s “Bohemian Rhapsody”?

16
Did the various “criminals” associated with Watergate receive the punishments they deserved?

17
All things considered, how amazing is it that W. Mark Felt’s identity remained secret for so long?

Evaluation
1
If we refuse to use a certain product ("boycott" it), can we really have an impact on how it is produced?

2
Read part of The Spy Who Came in From the Cold.  How did John LeCarré change our concept of what a spy really is?

3
Watch part of the movie, Dr. Strangelove and see what elements help us understand how people felt about the advance of nuclear weapons.

4
What motivations could the Warren Commission have possibly had for botching or hiding their findings?
5
Are the actions of Daniel and Phillip Berrigan acceptable given their profession?  Can you justify their use of the so-called “Pentagon Papers”?

6
Were the “Chicago 7” treated fairly, or should they have received harsher punishment?

7
Is there any justification for what happened at the Rolling Stones’ Altamont concert?  If not, why are they still popular?

8
Is Op Art really "art", or is it just "playing around" with drawings?

9
What are the qualities that have made "Star Trek" such an enduring cultural commentary?

10
Read part of the Quotations of Chairman Mao to see if you can discern why so many young people would find it interesting.  (especially Americans!)

11
Read excerpts of In Cold Blood by Truman Capote.  Was he trying to get us to feel sympathetic toward a couple of ruthless killers?

12
In 1967, Sidney Poitier appeared in three ground-breaking movies: “In the Heat of the Night”, “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?”, and “To Sir, With Love”.  In what ways are these movies different, how do the reflect the culture of the times, and what is their lasting value?

13
If you created a musical group to imitate a successful group, and your creation was staffed with decent musicians, and they became successful, would you STILL have an inferior product?

14
Does a group like the SDS have more success if it operates at a college like Columbia than it would at a school like Nebraska?

15
Does the book Jonathan Livingston Seagull by Richard Bach have lasting significance, or is it simply an outdated “hippie” book that no longer matters?

16
What are the messages of the movie A Clockwork Orange, and how effectively are those messages delivered?

17
During this period, forced sterilization of people with mental handicaps was made illegal.  What would be the pro and con arguments for this legislation?  Why did the practice begin?

18
Which pair has made the greater contribution: Steve Wozniak & Steve Jobs, or Paul Allen & Bill Gates?
19
How would you reconcile the fact that as the U.S. Supreme Court was declaring that capital punishment was neither cruel nor unusual, Canada was joining nearly every other First World nation in outlawing it?

20
One might argue that the Montreal Olympics produced more amazing accomplishments and began a greater number of outstanding careers than any other.  What do you think?

21
Consider the issues that were raised when Renee Richards attempted to play professional sports after a gender-change operation.  Would you have agreed to her participation?

22
The 1960's were a time when every person followed every development in space exploration.  Today we send up shuttles, rovers on Mars, and deep-space satellites, but people seem less interested.  Why?
23
Have we lost touch with the lofty ideals of the Civil Rights movement of the 1960's?  Why?

Synthesis
1
Put the items in the Knowledge section of this unit into a system of categories that will enable you to more clearly see trends in the events of the 1960's.

2
Write a set of generalizations that use the following format:  "The 60's were (more\less) _________ than the 50's."  Then use specific incidents we have studied to prove the validity of your generalizations.
3
Use your knowledge of 1960's music to write your own song in that style.  List the elements you used that fit the era.

